Art of Jamdani Weaving

The art of Jamdani weaving is a time-consuming and labor-intensive form of fabric production
by hand on a traditional loom built with wood and bamboo and with little use of metal. Jamdani
weaving is based on traditional knowledge and skills dating back to the fourth century BCE. The
distinguishing hallmark of Jamdani weaving is that its designs are neither embroidered nor
printed but created directly on the loom in the process of weaving. The product from this style of
weaving is called Jamdani, a highly designed cotton fabric that owes its origin to Muslin, the
finest and most transparent cotton cloth ever woven by human hand.

Of classic beauty, Jamdani effectively combines the intricacy of design with muted or vibrant
colors. Jamdani is also a highly breathable cotton cloth that brings relief to its users in the hot
and humid climatic conditions of Bangladesh. The Jamdani weavers have remained in the
weaving profession from generation to generation as a means of family livelihood. The element
represents Bangladesh’s rich textile heritage, contains a significant historic value, and has been
designated as a unique element of the intangible cultural heritage of the country. Jamdani
weaving has survived and thrived due to the growing popularity of Jamdani fabrics among
Bengali women both at home and abroad.

Almost the entire production of Jamdani is carried on in the form of a saree, the principal dress
of Bengali women. A saree is a long flowing piece of cloth, part of it wrapped around the waist,
and the remaining climbs and flows over the shoulder. Women wear more charming or
elaborately designed Jamdani sarees during festivities and on formal occasions.
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