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Theravada Buddhism at Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery in Dhaka
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According to the 1981 census, there were approximately 538,000 Buddhists in Bangladesh, representing less than 1
percent of the population.During the 19th century, a revival movement developed that led to the development of two
orders of Theravada monks, the Sangharaj Nikaya and the Mahasthabir Nikaya.
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Sparsely spread all over Bangladesh.In the Chittagong Hills, Buddhist tribes formed the majority of the population, and
their religion appeared to be a mixture of tribal beliefs and Buddhist doctrines.
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In 1951, the Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery is established in Dhaka City, and permanently installed in its present
position at Sabujbag, Kamalapur, Dhaka-1214 in 1960. This is the first Buddhist Monastery in Dhaka after the division of
India in 1947. Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha took initiative in 1951 to establish a new Buddhist Centre in
Dhaka, the then Provincial Capital of East Pakistan to unite and project the Religious and Socio-cultural activities of the
Buddhists of the newly emerged country Pakistan. It is to be mentioned that greater Dhaka is a place where Buddhism
flourished in the past days. Dhamrai, Savar, Narsingdhi and Vikrampur were the Buddhist Centres which is at present
coming to light through excavation. Recently ancient Buddhist Monasteries discovered at Savar, Wari-Bateswar and
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Vikrampur. In order to keep alive the past glory of Buddhism of this area the name of Dhaka Buddhist Monastery has
been re-named as Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery. History records that Great King Ashoka established 84 thousand
Votive Stupas throughout ancient India which were known as Dharmarajika. Such Votive Stupa was established by King
Ashoka at present Dhamrai, Savar, Dhaka. Needless to mention here that Dhamrai originated from Dharmarajika. In
order to commemorate this historical name of event the Dhaka Buddhist Monastery has been re-named as
Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery. Under the leadership of Late Mahasanghanayaka Visuddhananda Mahathero, the
then President of Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha ably assisted by Late Banghish Thero, B. A. and present
President of the BBKPS Sanghanayaka Suddhananda Mahathero and with the help and assistance of the Members of
Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha established this historical Monastery. The Monastery was set up to act as a
focal point for Buddhist teachings and meditation and to provide much needed support to the community. Since opening
our doors, our center has set up many social welfare programs and has been involved in coming to the assistance of the
community whenever a disaster or any other problems arises. BBKPS has brought back a portion of Ash Relics of Atisha
Dipankar the great scholar of Bangladesh of 10th century from China in 1978. This relics has been ceremonially installed
at Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery in 1978. Mention may be made here that Govt of Bangladesh rendered all possible
assistance at that time. With the arrival of Atisha's ash relics the name of great
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