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Sherebul Islam is a popular 'chukri' dancer.
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He sat there in a yellow sari, carefully applying make-up. Then he gave up his place in front of the green-room mirror for
a young girl. Another young man came along, made him sit on a stool and applied kohl to his eyes and next carefully
arranged the long tresses of his wig. It was a total transformation - making it almost impossible to decipher that this sari
clad, doe-eyed woman in all her finery was actually a man. And it was not just superficial. As soon as the powder and
paint was complete, he donned an entirely feminine persona. This was the scene last week in the green room of the
auditorium at Bangladesh National Museum. The actor s name is Sherebul Islam. For the past 32 years, he has
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nurtured this feminine side within himself, convincingly playing the prima donna on stage. the happiness and sorrows of
the heroines of Bangladesh s' folk theatre - Roopban, Kajolrekha, the bede (river gypsy) Jotsna, or Senoka, the wife of
the merchant Chand - have all become his own. His sorrow brings tears to the eyes of his adoring audiences in Kushtia,
Meherpur, Jhenaidah, Magura, and Jessore; and in turn his joyful dance arouses unending rounds of applause and
appreciation. The crowds of spectators of folk theatre totally adore these h
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