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Karam Utsav, a harvest festival
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Karam or Karma is a harvest festival celebrated by the Orao community in Bangladesh. . It is dedicated to the worship of

Karam-Devta (Karam-Lord/God), the god of power, youth and youthfulness.
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Thakurgaon District
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This festival celebrated for good harvest. Nine type of seeds planted in basket such as rice, wheat, corn etc which is
called Jawa. Girl take care of these seeds for 7-9 days. In festival girls fast throughout day.[5] In the ritual, people go to
the jungle accompanied by groups of drummers and cut one or more branches of the Karam tree after worshiping it.
The branches are usually carried by unmarried, young girls who sing in praise of the deity. Then the branches are
brought to the village and planted in the center of the ground which is plastered with cow-dung and decorated with
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flowers. A village priest(called Pahan) offers germinated grains and liquor in propitiation to the deity who grants wealth
and children. A fowl is also killed and the blood is offered to the branch. The village priest then recites a legend to the
villagers about the efficacy of Karam puja. After puja, in the next morning the karam branch immersed in the river.
Around Ranchi, tribes like the ho, mundari, kharia, panch pargania, kurukh, khortha, santhali, nagpuri and kurmali
worship trees during this festival (as they are a source of livelihood), and they pray to mother nature to keep their
farmlands green so that they get a rich harvest. Karam Devta is the God of power, youth and youthfulness, is
worshipped during the festival. The devotees keep a day-long fast and worship the branches of karam and sal. Girls
celebrate the festival for the welfare, friendship and brotherhood by exchanging a jawa flower. Hariya is an important
component of the festival. A cup of Hariya is given to all as it is considered an energizing tonic which ensures good
physical and mental health.[6

0 afetzmra CBITas (ATAET CFa AAR)

B iR afsyy w3 wfeafe

B A R

B TR ST, SPE @R B

B 2T g 1R TS S @3 S
T afegRR Frefe

_ | Amy

0 crew-3: afetye afisy —

0 gerwsity Afetgya afsffig a1 5519 Tiee 7B PR/ Fr=N (Sfist, T, 379, o, Tifeas Swgm, a3ywet
comrR cafa/fRet Terifn 71R)

0 MBI T e I ARFSII ey F51F (I T (FISII SfiF1 AT WA @F FFT I ARG TR I
ACF (AN, T tofd, vfqwmm, afrwd, ogree To5iv)

0 eigi(ef), 327 I3 (efe)

0 @fetzxra 551 8 ABIHR AN AR TE/IRBI AWM (T, IWIIF, RCAT CAPNF/ZA, STR-TFIICAT IS SAMIT
Torifa, I <A1t)

0 I A A1 S SNeshidi % afogy voia e & qt77 TS qeaeR?
0 afey ool =% e Frei M ?

0 @fetma AW AT T (TR AP TSI I 551 ALTS 0O AN I AT ATS A1eq, ov+ Soqme (I
qTF)

0 +frefafoa smita 96 A=TIEs 4afe

[0 A=fES AF (RIS ALFH 93 T71)

I creas-9: @fetga wIg (FIATTATST) -

Print Date: 02-06-2025 Page: (2)



0 9% &fegy 51 f$ (T gufea Tqq=?

T

0 =g gafea feaq

0 BReAq gfF (I Aew)

0 9 afey 551 & ATIEI T/ABI TAF3d F (T gAfea Fgeq=?

0 @¥ afey 5v1 & ArareE w R 8o33d 5 @ eifea AygedE?

0 9% &gy BB ALIHFN G (T UIY! (18T AR $? (IW A1)

0 o=94-8: 7 MeA>/AMR~E, Tqfosa 9 oo ufga aFfs

[ ©97 A2ATRA & 7B FRwmE/cohdy/ufetaa wafs

0 FeYRS B (INFA TA7 Fragre, (3fw )

0 cre=a-¢: [t st

0 CSBT AnmF IR/ A (AfE/cond, F=wicaa afefify)

[ ©97 F2aAT3F wifaz

39-09-3039

[ ©F FATZA g (e fr)

0 CFa-v: JaF @

0 afezyfba o= ww T|wicas ot 3R R o=t @

0 T=%E (AT afegyfB R w At

0 creea-q: ARey, e, afbsfSegme Sawaq at W2 @FES

0 TifXrey Trad/ers@

Print Date: 02-06-2025 Page: (3)



0 wieefogare Tt It FFFANRAR

0 feTwiifE It AFTHANAZ

0 GIF=9-b: IqCe-BE7 ©47 WATSE F19 Awfe

[ © AFaT (AfE/cond, A=wieaa afefafy g, T aferga o5 AeFaq FLa0E)

0 FCeBfaTe ©ey Afige T T ARWICTI Aqfo7 O

R-0€-09

[ ©97 72T & TLEAB FRmE/cohgy/gfema Tt

0 afetya I8 w9y

qe AFe

0 afetga I8 9T e {77, (I AQes)

0 CrF=a-5: TRWICHT Aqref

0 =+ Trnra/Reisema/amea 399 SAmAfta a1 & A JfFre [7md, (I A0TF)

0 Y R® ©ey [IREA &7 [fufaraeez 71fee Tz, (3 20F)

0 GF9F-d0: AA/CFHTAD NATATE IFA

aferzrs fifie afk

PDF

Print Date: 02-06-2025 Page: (4)


https://heritagehub.gov.bd/heritage_documents/1/50/5064/2116.pdf

