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Indian classical dances performed in Dhaka.
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The culture of performing Indian classical dances took roots in Dhaka after 1971, and falls in the domain of Performing
Arts.
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Classical' Dance in the South-Asian context refers primarily to Kathak, Bharatnatyam, Kathakali, Odissi and Manipuri
dances. These are traditional dances and associated with particular styles received from different regional schools. For
example, Kathak is associated with northern India, Bharatnatyam and Kathakali with southern India, and Odissi and
Manipuri with eastern India. However, most dances are performed all over India and Bangladesh. Unlike other Indian
provinces, Bengal had no particular dance styles of its own. Bengali artistes learned classical dancing in the past from
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teachers coming from south India, Madhya Pradesh and Manipur schools of dances. During British rule, Indian classical
dancing was patronised by the ruling classes, such as, rajas, maharajas, nawabs and zamindars as well as by British
high officials who held 'nautches' in their private chambers. Professional dancing girls, known as baijs, were brought
from Lakhnau to perform these dances, many of which were degenerate forms of the Kathak. As the quality of these
dances declined, the dancers came to be held in disrepute.
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